VI
FATHER BECKER'S DESCRIPTION OF FRUITLANDS

[ISAAC THOMAS HECKER was born in New York
in 1819, Two years after his experience at Brook
Farm and Fruitlands he entered the Roman
Catholic church, and in 1849 he was ordained a
priest. Later he founded the Paulist Fathers, He
died in 1888. The following extracts are taken
from a contemporary record of his impressions
while in the socialistic community.]

"Fruitlands," so called because fruit was to be
the principal staple of daily food, and to be culti-
vated on the farm, was a spot well chosen; it was
retired, breathing quiet and tranquillity. No
neighboring dwelling obstructed the view of Na-
ture, and it; lay some distance even from a by-
path roatl, in a delightful solitude. The house,
somewhat dilapidated, was on the slope of a
slowly ascending hill; stretched before it was a
small valley under cultivation, with fields of corn,
potatoes, and meadow. In the distance! loomed
up on high " Cheshire's haughty hill," Mcmadnoc,
Such was the spot: chosen by men inspired to live
a holier life, to bring Eden once more upon earth.
These men were impressed with the religiousnessctivity of this power,
